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New Breast Excision Requisition for Pathology 
 

 
Date Effective: June 29, 2016 
Date Issued: June 28, 2016 
 
 
New Breast Excision Requisition: 

• As the first step in a multiphase communication from our breast disease site group, DSM 
Pathology is implementing a new Breast Excision requisition to ensure we more accurately 
capture the critical time points required for our downstream testing  

• The new requisition is to be used for all EXCISIONAL specimens, including: 
• Lumpectomy and mastectomy specimens with or without axillary node sampling 
• Reduction mammoplasty specimens 
• Incisional biopsies 

• A quick reference guide is included to fully outline the mandatory requirements 
• As DSM does not have Pathology services at all sites, all breast cases should be submitted in 

formalin to a site with full pathology services as quickly as possible to streamline the 
process 

 
Patient Benefits: 

• Improved accuracy of clinical information, allowing pathologic correlation 
• Reduction in errors 
• Faster turnaround time for breast cases 

 
Implementation & Requisition Access: 

• The requisition will be implemented June 29; please adopt the new requisition as soon as 
you are able.  The current Pathology requisition will remain in use for other surgical 
specimens and does not need to be discarded. 

• The new requisition is available: 
o  Through the St. Boniface Print Shop – Orders can be placed through your purchasing 

department by referencing stock number 7102-8999-9 and then forwarding the order 
to St. Boniface Hospital Print Shop by email or fax:  
 Email: printcentre@sbgh.mb.ca 
 Fax: 204-237-2261 

o On DSM’s Laboratory Information Manual - Select DSM Resources/Requisition/ Breast 
Excision Requisition for Pathology  - 
https://apps.sbgh.mb.ca/labmanual/test/loadDocumentPdf?documentId=1401  
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Critical Data Elements Required: 

• Ischemic start time: Indicate the time removed from the patient (cut off from the blood 
supply) on the requisition next to the formalin fixation line to capture the ischemic start 
time.   

• Record the fixation time: Indicate the time placed into formalin on the line next to the 
ischemic time.  Breast cases should be placed into formalin immediately and brought to the 
lab as soon as they are labeled and ready to ship (ideally within one hour if submitted 
untrimmed).  

• Physician’s signature: Required to ensure the history is complete and the surgeon 
acknowledges this is the correct patient/specimen.  
 

Future Education & Training: 
• In the fall, DSM will offer education on trimming cases and submitting in formalin for 

optimal fixation during transport 
• A poster and additional educational materials will be provided later this year to all sites to 

ensure everyone is shipping cases to DSM labs using the same procedures. 
• To request a fall session or training materials please contact Karen Cormier at 

kcormier3@dsmanitoba.ca OR Phone: 204-926-1428 
 

 
DSM Contact Information:  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or concerns: 
 
 Dr. Cynthia Santos,    DSM Breast sub specialty pathologist-HSC Ph# 787-1657 

Dr. Belinda Lategan, DSM Breast sub specialty pathologist-SBH  Ph# 258-1467 
Dr. Gabor Fischer, Provincial Pathology Medical Director  Ph# 237-2851 
Lisa Manning,    Provincial Pathology Technical Director  Ph#204-926-1416 
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Appendix A 
DSM Pathology Breast Excision Requisition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The requisition is available: 
o  Through the St. Boniface Print Shop – Orders 

can be placed through your purchasing 
department by referencing stock number 
7102-8999-9 and then forwarding the order to 
St. Boniface Hospital Print Shop by email or fax:  
 Email: printcentre@sbgh.mb.ca 
 Fax: 204-237-2261 

o On DSM’s Laboratory Information Manual - 
Select DSM Resources/Requisition/ Breast 
https://apps.sbgh.mb.ca/labmanual/test/load
DocumentPdf?documentId=1401  
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