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Polymer gel in separator tubes causes erroneous drug results! 
 
 
 
Gel separator tubes are not suitable for blood collection when drugs are requested, as the 
polymer gel absorbs the drug causing erroneous results. 
 
DO NOT use tubes containing gel when drugs are requested. 
 
When drugs are requested please use a blood collection tube that does not contain gel.  If 
you are sending theses samples to a referral lab (SBGH, HSC, WRL) please centrifuge the 
samples and send a labeled aliquot of serum.  The recommended aliquot tube is the Sarstedt 
12x75 mm polypropylene tube (cat#60557).   
 
Effective October 6, 2008 samples received in inappropriate collection tubes will be 
rejected. 
 
Questions or concerns can be sent to the Clinical Biochemistry and Genetics Discipline 
Team: 
 
Laurel Thorlacius, PhD, FCACB 
Medical Director, Clinical Biochemistry and Genetics 
Diagnostic Services of Manitoba 
MS-543B - 820 Sherbrook St. 
Winnipeg, MB R3A 1R9 
T 204-787-8858 
F 204-787-3846 
e-mail: lthorlacius@hsc.mb.ca 
 
Hayden Malvern R.T  
Technical Director, Clinical Biochemistry & Genetics  
Diagnostic Services of Manitoba  
MS-543G - 820 Sherbrook St.  
Winnipeg, MB R3A 1R9  
T: (204) 787-4159  
F: (204) 787-3846  
email: hmalvern@hsc.mb.ca 


