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CLEANING/DISINFECTING NON-CRITICAL EQUIPMENT: ANSWER KEY

Site: Audit Date:

Audit Completed by:

Item Rationale

Reprocessing Non-Critical Medical Equipment

Infection Prevention and Control approved A cleaner can be used when appropriate, in
cleaner/disinfectant products are being used addition to this list. E.g. P/C/R dedicated shavers,
https://healthproviders.sharedhealthmb.calfiles/f | aerochambers, or some components of CPAP
acility-approved-disinfectants.pdf machines (according to manufacturer’s

1.1 instructions), fabric items that are not able to be

wiped so they would be laundered, e.g. slings.
An example of items that can be cleaned without
the use of a disinfectant are personal items that
enter a mucosal space.

Equipment is cleaned with one of the A facility approved disinfectant product should be
following, according to manufacturer’s used, refer to the link:
instructions for use: https://healthproviders.sharedhealthmb.ca/files/facility-
» A neutral detergent (e.g., neutrawash) approved-disinfectants.pdf
« A cleaner disinfectant (e.g., Accel Cleaners may be used when appropriate; they are
1.2 Intervention, wipes or liquid) not identified on the disinfectant list.
OR Not all times can be disinfected. Items that cannot
e In an automated washer/disinfector be disinfected should be dedicated to the p/r/c or
disposable (see manufacturer’s instructions for
use).
Score one point if one of these methods is used.
If decanted solutions are used, they are Example: Mixed solutions, ready-to-use solutions
discarded after each use. in buckets.

If spray bottles must be used because there is no
other product option, e.g., Pre-Klenz for equipment
going to MDR, ensure they are not being used in
occupied areas, patient rooms or staff rooms, etc.,
1.3 and only used by staff wearing PPE.

If solution in a bucket is used, that solution is
discarded according to manufacturer’s instructions.
If solution is used in a squeeze bottle, may have
longer expiry date

E.g. bleach, immediately after use. AHP within 24

hours
If special cleaning and/or disinfection Ensure items are assessed on a regular basis and
14 equipment/accessories (e.g., cloths, brushes) replaced if damaged and/or visibly soiled
' are used, they are disposable, or thoroughly Some sites may use disposable cloths; other sites
cleaned and disinfected between uses may use microfiber cloths which are laundered.

If an automated washer/disinfector is used, there is:

15 e A documented preventative maintenance
program
16 o Alog kept of all the preventative
' maintenance/repairs
17 ¢ Directions for use are posted (i.e. loading

instructions, etc.)



https://healthproviders.sharedhealthmb.ca/files/facility-approved-disinfectants.pdf
https://healthproviders.sharedhealthmb.ca/files/facility-approved-disinfectants.pdf
https://healthproviders.sharedhealthmb.ca/files/facility-approved-disinfectants.pdf
https://healthproviders.sharedhealthmb.ca/files/facility-approved-disinfectants.pdf
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Choose three pieces of equipment
**This section applies to questions 2.0 — 4.10

This section of the audit is used to assess front-line knowledge of cleaning and disinfecting in a unit, area, or
program. It can demonstrate if cleaning and disinfection information has been effectively explained,
understood and put into practice by healthcare aids, nurses, support services, etc. It can also show
differences in staff members’ awareness of correct cleaning and disinfection practices.

1. Choose pieces of equipment commonly used in the unit, area or program you are auditing. For example, a
vital signs or blood pressure machine, lift, IV pump, transport stretcher, medication cart, etc. For one piece of
equipment, consider choosing something that is not used often, like a code cart or basket, shelving, laundry
hamper frames, etc.

2. Find a member of staff who is not busy, ask them the questions in this section related to the chosen item.
3. Find a second member of staff and repeat the questions with the same item.
4. Chose new staff when discussing

If it is hard to find available staff to participate because of a busy day, or the area doesn’t have much staff,
smaller facility (less than 25 beds) etc., only do one or two pieces of equipment.

This audit can provide opportunities for staff learning when the auditor gives on the spot feedback.

Ask 2 HCWs: Explain the cleaning and Ask 2 HCW each of the questions in the section.
disinfection process There is space in each row to score the response
from each HCW. Each correct answer is worth 0.5
points for a total of 2 points for the question.

Examples of equipment may include:
IV pump, BP machine, wheelchair, blue ware, etc.

Will frequency of cleaning/disinfection defer to
regional policies? Are there assigned HCW
responsibilities cleaning and/or reprocessing of
non-critical reusable equipment/devices?

Can HCW correctly identify how often the piece | If there is a cleaning schedule for dedicated items,

2.1 | of equipment should be cleaned and ensure staff can identify the schedule.
3.1 | disinfected? (Between patients, when visibly Cleaning scheduled depends on the items use,
4.1 soiled, weekly, monthly, etc.). between p/r/c, when visibly soiled, weekly,
monthly, etc.).
Is there a schedule for cleaning and disinfection | Note: Iltems cleaned between patient uses do not
of equipment? need a written schedule.
There should be a schedule for equipment that is
2.2 d . ) )
39 eep cIe_aned on a regular basis, e.g., lifts, muI_tl
4'2 and dedicated p/c/r use wheelchairs, BP machines,

etc. Between p/r/c use these items would have all
high touch surfaces and areas cleaned and
disinfected, then a schedule would

2.3 | Can HCW correctly identify what PPE should be | You may ask why staff are choosing PPE they are
3.3 | donned prior to cleaning and disinfecting choosing.
4.3 | equipment? Should be donned according to the PCRA
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24 Can HCW correctly identify what should be done | Example: with blood or bodily fluids

34 before disinfecting equipment if item is visibly Visible soiling must be removed prior to cleaning
4'4 soiled? and disinfection. With a RTU cleaner/disinfectant or
' detergent.
Can HCW correctly identify how to transport a Example: Wear correct PPE, remove visible
soiled piece of equipment to another area to be | soiling before transport.
cleaned and disinfected?
Transport of soiled equipment is via separate
25 routes or at separate times from transport of
’ clean/sterile items.
3.5
4.5 Remove visible soil prior to transport. This is not
applicable for equipment used for transport of
human waste that is going to a washer/disinfector.
The focus in this case would be covering for
transport.
2.6 | Can HCW correctly identify what cleaning and A one step cleaner/disinfectant product is
3.6 | disinfection products are being used? acceptable for use to both clean and disinfect in
4.6 the absence of visible sail.
Can HCW explain when to change Change cleaning cloths/wipes when they become
cleaning/disinfecting cloths/wipes? visibly soiled, when they become too dry to ensure
proper product application, when going to a
different piece of equipment, or when moving to
another part of a large item.
27 If using cloths: Ensure cloth is saturated.
37 If using wipes: En_sure contact time is maln_talned,
4.7 using a wipe that is wet. Ensure enough wipes are

used to achieve contact time.

Ensure staff know how to respond if contact time is
not met

Product application needs to ensure wet contact
time for both wipes and cloths.

2.8 | Can HCW explain how to apply product if using | If you are using a cloth, do you apply the product to

3.8 | a bottle and cloths to clean/disinfect? the cloth or the surface?
4.8 Correct answer is: Apply to the cloth.
2.9 | Can HCW state the wet contact time of the Allow the point if they don’t know, but know to look
3.9 | product? at the label.
3.9
How do other HCWs know the piece of Examples: Sign off sheet, label identifying item as
equipment is clean, disinfected and ready for clean, wound-up power cord, cloth or plastic cover,
2.10 | use? stored in designated area.
3.10 If items are stored in hallways or other non-
4.10 designated spaces and possibly could be touched

by p/r/c, visitors, staff, etc. then using a wipe to
disinfect again would be a recommendation.

Ask 2 HCWs: Can HCW state the four steps of | This is a general question about cleaning and

cleaning and disinfection? disinfection of equipment.
2 point given for each step mentioned.
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The four steps must be listed by the HCW to
receive the full 2 points.

5.1 | Remove visible soil

5.2 | Clean

5.3 | Disinfect

5.4 | Air dry (before use)

Ask 2 HCWs: Can HCW explain how they know | Example: Written schedule, indicated on a piece of
who is responsible for cleaning and disinfecting | equipment’s cleaning and disinfection sign off

55 items? sheet. For shared equipment, need to indicate

' must be cleaned by whoever is using it. It should
be disinfected immediately before use unless
stored in designated area.

Ask 2 HCWs: Can HCW correctly identify where | Dependent on situation: Process depends on the

to clean and disinfect equipment when it has equipment and waste system. Mobility aids (e.qg.,
been in an Additional Precautions room? wheelchair, walker) cleaning/disinfecting are
5.6 handled inside the room before transport. Items

like bedpans and urinals, are cleaned according to
blood and bodily fluids.

Each situation depends on the type of equipment,
and the waste management system being used.

Ask 2 HCWs: If rinsing is necessary, what Potable water.

7 should you rinse with?

Visual Inspection Choose five pieces of equipment (write them in the five boxes provided below).

Give one point for each item that appears visibly clean
on inspection.

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

Transport equipment

Multi-patient use transport equipment

71 Ask two HCWs: Is it cleaned and disinfected
' between each use?

Transport equipment that is dedicated to one p/c/r

Ask two HCWs: |s there a schedule for regular,
7.2 detailed cleaning and disinfecting of dedicated
transport equipment?

Ask two HCWs: Can HCW show auditor where

7.3 record of completion is located on the unit?

General IPAC Procedures

Ask 2 HCWs: Are non-critical electronic devices
and medical equipment that can no longer be Ensure that any facility or regional process is

8.1 o

cleaned and disinfected due to damage or followed.

malfunction immediately removed from service?

8.2 Ask 2 HCWs: Can HCW explain the process for | Some processes may include, tagging equipment,
' identifying and reporting pieces of equipment filling out a form, notifying manager.



https://healthproviders.sharedhealthmb.ca/wp-content/uploads/ipc-disposal-of-blood-and-body-fluids.pdf
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that are damaged, require maintenance and/or
repair.
May need to break this down into examples, blue
ware, medical equipment
Describe what we would transport, wheelchairs,
Do you know if a piece of equipment is cleaned | aerochambers, oxygen concentrator, heavily soiled
8.3 on the unit, or is sent to a centralized area for commode chair, bed pan
reprocessing N/A would be the answer if a site does not send
equipment away for reprocessing.
Could refer to regional MDR policies for information
on transport of equipment.
Items/equipment are stored in a manner and a
location that minimizes contamination.
8.4 Where do you store items/equipment that have If items/e(;}uipment ecl:re not stored cqrrelctcljy, then do
' been cleaned and disinfected? SOt award a pom.t.. . orrect storage; Includes a
esignated area; if in external environment, in
closed cabinets/drawers (not open shelves); not
underneath or adjacent to sinks, etc.
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