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ERS HIGH-ALERT MEDICATION (A03)

INDICATIONS

e Moderate to severe pain

WARNINGS

ABSOLUTE CONTRAINDICATIONS:

e Hypersensitivity to morphine

e Decreased level of consciousness

e Significant head injury

e Hypoventilation or respiratory failure
e Hypotension / hypoperfusion / shock !

USE WITH CAUTION:

e Drug or alcohol intoxication 2
e Age>75years?

e Opioid naive ?

e Liver failure

e Renal failure?

ADMINISTRATION

INTRAMUSCULAR ICP / ACP

ADULTS / ADOLESCENTS: 2
e Administer 0.1 mg/kg (maximum per dose = 10 mg)
e Repeat once in 30 minutes if necessary

INFANTS / CHILDREN:
e Administer 0.1 mg/kg (maximum per dose = 5 mg)
e Repeat once in 30 minutes if necessary

INTRAVENOQUS (INTRAOSSEOUS) ICP / ACP

ADULTS / ADOLESCENTS: 2
e Administer 0.1 mg/kg by slow push over 1 to 2 minutes (maximum per dose = 10 mg)
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e Repeat every 15 minutes as necessary (maximum per hour = 20 mg)

INFANTS / CHILDREN:
e Administer 0.1 mg/kg by slow push over 1 to 2 minutes (maximum per dose = 5 mg)
e Repeat every 15 minutes as necessary (maximum per hour = 20 mg)

NOTES

1. Patients with hemodynamic instability may develop hypotension after morphine administration.

2. Morphine can have significant depressive effects on the cardiovascular and central nervous systems (CNS) and
the respiratory drive of opioid-naive patients, especially in combination with other CNS depressants or
intoxicants. These effects may be amplified in the elderly, especially if frail or compromised. Consider smaller
doses and slower administration.

3. Liver or renal failure can impair morphine metabolism. Administer 50 percent of the usual initial doses and
extend the dosing interval by 25 to 50 percent.

LINKS

e AOQ3 - High Alert Medications
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VERSION CHANGES (refer to X08 for change tracking)

e Addition of advanced work scope
e Revised contraindications / cautions
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