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The EMS/PT medication documents (section M) are standing orders from ERS medical leadership. They are the 
authorizing mechanism that enables a paramedic to administer a medication under a specified set of conditions which 
include the indications, contraindications, route, dosing, and frequency of administration.  

To administer a medication in any way other than what is specified in the standing order (eg. different dosing) 
paramedics must consult with an EMS/PT medical lead or an ERS-affiliated doctor to obtain a physician order. This order 
will only apply to the specific patient, their current situation and clinical condition, and must be  within the paramedic’s 
professional scope of practice and competency. It may be provided verbally when required, such as during patient 
transport. 

 

Appendix A illustrates an example of the standard format for the medication standing orders. 

1. The standing orders are listed in section M of the tables of contents both by alphanumeric identifier and 
alphabetically.  

2. The header appears on page 1 only.  The page number appears at the top right corner of each page. The alpha-
numeric identifier and the medication generic name are located at the bottom left corner of each page. 

3. The top right row of the header on the front page contains the alphanumeric identifier and the generic name of the 
medication. The alphanumeric indicators for all medications begin with the letter “M”. 

If a medication is also commonly referred to by its proprietary name, that name appears in italics after the generic 
name (eg. M12 - KETROROLAC / TORADOL).  

4. The second row contains the document category (MEDICATION STANDING ORDER).  

If a medication is a high alert one, this is indicated in the second row by the marker (HIGH ALERT MEDICATION). 

5. The third row contains the scope of work statement that indicates the level of work scope to which the medication 
standing order applies.  The work scopes are represented by three-letter identifiers. 
• ALL - This standing order allows paramedics with all work scopes to administer the medication. 
• EMR - This standing order allows paramedics with the basic and primary work scopes to administer the 

medication. 
• PCP - This standing order allows paramedics with the primary and intermediate work scopes to administer the 

medication. 
• ICP - The standing order allows paramedics with the intermediate work scope only to administer the medication.   

6. In some circumstances a medication may be administered by all paramedics except for some indications or routes of 
administration. 
• ALL - This standing order allows paramedics with all work scopes to administer the medication, except as 

indicated by PCP (primary and intermediate work scopes only). 

7. The VERSION DATE is important for ensuring that the most up-to-date document is being used.  

8. The EFFECTIVE DATE indicates the day on which the standing order comes into effect. It will usually be different than 
the version date. New or revised standing orders will always come into effect at 0700 hr, unless stated otherwise. 
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9. The INDICATIONS section includes those as they pertain only to EMS/PT protocols. It does not include every 
indication for a medication as advertised by the manufacturer or approved by Health Canada.  

10. The CONTRAINDICATIONS section similarly includes only those relevant to the EMS/PT scope of work. It does not 
include every contraindication. 

11. The next section is for medication administration and contains: 
• a - the age group 
• b - the initial or loading dose 
• c - the repeat or maintenance dose 
• d - the route of administration route 
• e - the work scope  

12. The work scope may vary within the same medication. Some medications might have different indications or 
administration routes that apply to paramedics with different work scopes. For example, the primary (PCP) and 
intermediate (ICP) work scopes can administer midazolam for seizures, but only the ICP work scope include 
procedural sedation.  

13. The NOTES section will include more detailed information that promotes the correct and safe administration of the 
medication. This section may also highlight limited selected information from the training materials.  

14. The LINKS section will include the patient care maps for which this medication may be part of the therapy.  

15. The APPROVAL section must be signed, there must be an implementation date indicated (7) , and the must be no 
DRAFT watermark for a version to be in effect.  

16. The CHANGES sections will include significant revisions to the current version of each document. The tracking of 
historical changes will be listed in section - X08  CHANGE TRACKING.  
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APPENDIX A - SAMPLE MEDICATION STANDING ORDER FORMAT                                                                                          

 

ALPHANUMERIC IDENTIFIER - GENERIC NAME (PROPRIETARY NAME) 3 

MEDICATION STANDING ORDER 4 

3 - letter scope of work indication & scope of work statement. 5 

Version date 7 Effective date 8 

 

INDICATIONS 9 

 

 

CONTRAINDICATIONS 10 

 

 

AGE 11a INITIAL / LOADING DOSE 11b REPEAT / MAINTENANCE DOSE 11c 

ROUTE #1 11d WORK SCOPE #1 11e 

SPECIFIC INDICATION #1 12 

Age #1 Dose #1 
 

Age #2 Dose #2 

ROUTE #2 11d WORK SCOPE #2 11e 

SPECIFIC INDICATION #2 12 

Age #1 Dose #1 
 

Age #2 Dose #2 
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NOTES 12 

 

 

LINKS 13 

 

 

APPROVED BY 14 

  

 

VERSION CHANGES (refer to X08 for change tracking) 15 

 

 


